
The Cessationist De bate
Don Rum ble

—In tro duc tion—

The fol low ing book let has been writ ten in re sponse to the view that
apos tles, proph ets and proph ecy all passed away with the ar rival of the
com pleted canon of Scrip ture. The cessationist per spec tive is that rev e la -
tion has ceased be cause the full re vealed will of God has been given to us in 
the Bible. 

The cessationist strongly holds forth the un der stand ing that God has
given us His inerrant word as a stan dard by which we are to judge all of life. 
For this truth we are grate ful. But the New Cov e nant brought to man kind
more than sim ply a com pleted canon of Scrip ture (as pre cious as that is); it
brought to us a min is try of God’s Holy Spirit not seen in pre vi ous times.
Pen te cost (Acts 2) ini ti ated the im mer sion of God’s peo ple into a new and
eternal environment.



—1—
Im mersed Into A New Realm

Proph ets Are Proph ets

The cessationist is cor rect in main tain ing that we do not have the
right to re de fine the word “prophet” with out some war rant. “Prophet” must 
mean one anointed by God as a prophet. If the Lord wanted to re veal a min -
is try in the NT, dif fer ent than the OT prophet, He would have used a dif fer -
ent word than “prophet” in the NT. Proph ets are proph ets. Yet it is clear that 
in the NT, the en vi ron ment for their min is try has changed from that of the
OT. 

For the NT be liever, the Mes siah has come; in some mea sure the
king dom has ar rived. Now, the mes sage has changed from sim ply an tic i -
pat ing the mes si anic king dom, to look ing for ward to its full re al iza tion.
Such an end shall be at tained be cause of:

1) the past suc cess of our King in lay ing the foun da tion for that ul ti -
mate tri umph at Cal vary and 

2) His pres ent suc cess through the Holy Spirit’s min is try in the
Church to dem on strate that vic tory in clear un mis tak able terms be -
fore the eyes of even those who dis be lieve. 

While God does not change, it is clear that His in ter face with man
has changed over hu man his tory (e.g., re quir ing an i mal sac ri fices, other
tem ple cer e mo nial rit u als, etc. at one time and not an other; flood ing the
world with wa ter one time but never again, etc.). 

Un der the Mo saic cov e nant, God’s peo ple were given an
externalized law. In the NT, we have the Law pro gres sively internalized in
us. In deed, this is the New Cov e nant (Heb. 8:8 - 12). God has come to con -
form men and women into the im age of His Son. This is not to im ply that
He was not at work con form ing OT be liev ers as well (Ps. 51). But the goal
of faith (i.e., the fin ished prod uct to which God wanted to fash ion men)
was sim ply not as ev i dent in those days. 

A New Clar ity

When Je sus came, He put into hu man terms Is rael’s eter nal God. No
lon ger was there sim ply a shekinah cloud - as glo ri ous as that was. Now
Yahweh was in ter act ing with hu man be ings in a body of flesh. Af ter His as -
cen sion, when He re turned in the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2), He
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brought to the hearts of men a clar ity of the rev e la tion of Him self not
known in OT times. 

Of this sal va tion the proph ets have in quired and searched dil i gently,
who proph e sied of the grace that would come to you, search ing what, or
what man ner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was in di cat ing
when He tes ti fied be fore hand the suf fer ings of Christ and the glo ries that
would fol low. To them it was re vealed that, not to them selves, but to us they 
were min is ter ing the things which now have been re ported to you through
those who have preached the gos pel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven—things which an gels de sire to look into. (1Pet. 1:10 - 12)

Though the OT proph ets had the Spirit of Christ within them, they
did not have the clar ity of His per son and pur pose that would be ul ti mately
re vealed through His in car na tion and earthly min is try. But as they dil i -
gently sought the Lord and spoke His word, they pre pared the ground for
the gos pel to come to later generations.

The last of those proph ets was John the Bap tist. God gave him an in -
sight into the next phase of His re demp tive plan for man kind when He
showed him the Holy Spirit de scend ing and re main ing upon Je sus of Naz a -
reth. 

And John bore wit ness say ing, “I have be held the Spirit de scend ing
as a dove out of heaven, and He re mained upon Him. And I did not
rec og nize Him, but He who sent me to bap tize in wa ter said to me,
‘He upon whom you see the Spirit de scend ing and re main ing upon
Him, this is the one who bap tizes in the Holy Spirit.’” (Jn. 1:32, 33) 
NAS

God showed John the abid ing na ture of His Spirit and that the Mes -
siah would im merse God’s peo ple into His Holy pres ence – into His Holy
Spirit. Like a fish lives in wa ter, so be liev ers would live in God.

A New En vi ron ment

The same Spirit who came to abide upon the Son has now be come
the en vi ron ment in which we live - a realm where Christ is the ob ject of our
at ten tion and wor ship. In other words, the hab i tat for all spir i tual ac tiv ity
has be come God Him self (Heb. 1:1, Jn. 15). We are to live and abide in
Him.

At is sue is not whether NT proph ets are some thing to tally dif fer ent
from their OT coun ter parts. Proph ets are still proph ets. But now they op er -
ate from a new par a digm, from a new setting. 
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All of hu man his tory has been al tered with the com ing of Christ and
the break ing in of His mes si anic reign. His king dom is nei ther a re li gion
nor a phi los o phy. It is a realm into which one is im mersed! This new sphere 
of ac tiv ity and life is none other than the Per son of the Lord Him self. 

Hu man his tory looks dif fer ent when ob served from within Him. In -
stead of sim ply de clar ing how men fall short and how God will some day
judge their short com ings, the mes sage be comes the de scrip tion of this glo -
ri ous One in whom we now live! Cer tainly, judg ment is one el e ment of the
gos pel we preach. How ever, since we have be come en thralled with the
beauty, glory and mercy of this One, our em pha sis now fo cuses on Him and 
His glory. Sal va tion is not sim ply from wrath but into the in ti macy of re la -
tion ship with the liv ing God.

An Un fold ing Rev e la tion of the King dom

Some thing changed with the com ing of the Mes siah. The new cre -
ation has been in au gu rated. NT be liev ers are now new crea tures - a new
cre ation (2Co. 5:17). The new heav ens and the new earth have been birthed 
in the souls of men. While it is true that God’s new or der is not yet fully re -
vealed (un be liev ers think of the Church as sim ply an other re li gious or ga ni -
za tion), the trans for ma tion of all cre ation has be gun. 

Clearly, we must rec og nize a pro gres sive rev e la tion of God’s king -
dom on the earth. As His pur pose ex tends and un folds, more and more of
Christ will be un veiled to us, in us and through us. 

We also have the pro phetic word made more sure, which you do
well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, un til the day
dawns and the morn ing star rises in your hearts. (2 Pet. 1:19)

The fact that the day of the Lord will dawn on us means that we who
know Him will see it com ing in a grad ual man ner (1Thess. 5:4) as He arises 
pro gres sively in His peo ple pre pa ra tory to that day. The Church must pro -
gres sively grow up into Him who is the head. In creased stat ure of the
Church is a cru cial part of God’s time ta ble in send ing Christ back from
heaven (Eph. 4:13). The bride must make her self ready for His re turn (Rev.
19:7). 

Clearly, God is not static and we must be care ful in our seek ing to
know Him and His ways, that we do not set tle for a the ol ogy based on ac cu -
rate def i ni tions of past rev e la tions of God but which does not em brace His
new ac tiv i ties (a fail ure in the Phar i sees of Jesus’ day). 
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Any new thing that God does will never con tra dict past rev e la tion
but will take us fur ther in the un fold ing rev e la tion of His per son and
purpose. 

A Closed Canon

So, what does this have to do with proph ets? For one thing, there
was a sea son when Scrip ture was not com pleted. How ever, when the canon 
was fi nally closed, it pre sented a sig nif i cant change in hu man his tory and
in our en vi ron ment for know ing Him. As long as God was writ ing Scrip -
ture, there was a need for in er rancy at the spe cific times of hear ing and
writ ing out His word. To day with a closed canon, there is not a need for
spir i tu ally in fal li ble hear ing and com mu ni cat ing. Who would even dare to
claim that they were in fact do ing so? How ever, it is quite a jump to say that 
be cause there is no more need for per fectly hear ing and dis clos ing the word 
of God, there is there fore now no more need for proph ets and apos tles. And 
yet func tion ally, this is pre cisely the con clu sion to which the cessationist
co mes. But these min is tries are clearly given in the NT era for a purpose yet 
to be fulfilled.

And He Him self gave some to be apos tles, some proph ets,...for the
equip ping of the saints for the work of min is try, for the ed i fy ing of
the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and the
knowl edge of the Son of God, to a per fect man, to the mea sure of
the stat ure of the full ness of Christ; (Eph. 4:11-13) 

There is a cor po rate stat ure that be longs to the full ness of Mes siah
that we have not yet re al ized. Nei ther have we come to unity in the faith nor 
have we come to unity in our knowl edge of God’s Son. There fore, we need
proph ets and apos tles to day as much as the early Church did.

In the next chap ter we will con sider the role that these two min is tries 
play in un veil ing to us the mys tery of Christ. We sim ply must have a more
com plete rev e la tion of Him than we have yet seen. The great goal be fore all 
of us is that we might more fully know Him. To help bring us to this level of 
re la tion ship, God will send us men anointed to dis close his glo ri ous beauty
from both the Scrip tures as well as their per sonal in ter ac tions with Him.
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—2—
Hear ing Im per fectly

The Mys tery of Christ

The fol low ing sec tion is a quote from a more com plete study on the
min is tries of apos tles and proph ets.

“Some have said that be cause the mys tery (of Christ) was re vealed
to Paul and he wrote it out for us in the Scrip tures, we have no need for
apos tles to day. No tice, though, that Paul did not say he un der stood the
whole mys tery. He said he had an in sight (Eph. 3:4). The mys tery was re -
vealed to apos tles (plu ral) and proph ets (plural). 

No tice also Paul did not say that the mys tery of Christ was only re -
vealed to those apos tles who wrote the inerrant Scrip ture. Paul needed
Apollos, Agabus, Silas and Bar na bas and their in sights con cern ing the
mys tery of Christ. The early Church needed all these men and oth ers as
well for the rev e la tion of Christ to be more fully made known in their
midst. 

Some would say that be cause the full rev e la tion of Christ was given
to those who wrote the Bi ble, no fur ther rev e la tion of the Son is avail able to 
the Church in our day. We can only gain il lu mi na tion of the full rev e la tion
that they re ceived. This thought is stated to un der gird the truth that the
canon of Scrip ture is now closed (i.e., no new books are to be added to the
Bi ble). 

While it is true that the canon is closed, the idea that God has noth ing 
fur ther to re veal con cern ing His Son than what is re corded in the Scrip ture
is ques tion able. Sim ply stated, God is big ger than the book He wrote! The
Bi ble it self states that it gives but a par tial pic ture of Je sus’ earthly min is -
try.

And there are also many other things that Je sus did, which if they
were writ ten one by one, I sup pose that even the world it self could
not con tain the books that would be writ ten. Amen. (Jn. 21:25)

If the Bi ble con tains only lim ited con tent con cern ing Je sus’ earthly
life, how much more is it true that the Scrip tures give only a par tial (though
inerrant) pic ture of God in His eter nal hab i ta tion?! God has much to re veal
about Him self through dreams, vi sions, pro phetic in sights, etc. All these
fur ther rev e la tions must line up with Scrip ture (God will never con tra dict
Him self); and they will be im per fect for we know and proph esy in part.
There fore, they are not on the same plane as the Bi ble. How ever, they are a
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nec es sary part of our ar se nal to help us grow up spir i tu ally and over come
the en emy’s at tacks.

This charge I com mit to you, son Tim o thy, ac cord ing to the proph e -
cies pre vi ously made con cern ing you, that by them you may wage
the good war fare. (1Tim. 1:18)

Per sonal pro phetic min is try is bib li cal, and it does bring fur ther rev -
e la tion con cern ing God and His pur pose for our lives. Je sus did not say
that His leav ing was to our ad van tage so that He could then send us the Bi -
ble, but so that He could send us the Holy Spirit (Jn. 16:7). God has sent
His Spirit for the ex press pur pose of re veal ing His Son in the earth.

How ever, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you
into all truth; for He will not speak on His own au thor ity, but what -
ever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He
will glo rify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and de clare it to
you. (Jn. 16:13, 14)

We must have the spo ken pro phetic word as well as the inerrant writ -
ten word if we would know the Son as God in tends. 

Some peo ple, out of fear of de cep tion, have found safety solely in
the Scrip tures, to the ne glect of an in ti mate re la tion ship with Christ. The
Bi ble has be come their for tress of de fense against the many con fus ing
winds of doc trine blow ing across the land. Yet the Bi ble it self tells us that
God Him self is to be our ref uge and strong hold (Ps. 46:1; 62:6 - 8). While
the Bi ble is in deed an es sen tial tool for know ing Him, yet it must not be -
come a sub sti tute for a liv ing ex pe ri en tial re la tion ship with the One who
wrote it!

Sup pose God spoke a clear pro phetic word con cern ing what His in -
ten tions are for Amer ica over the next twenty years. Such a word would
have to be eval u ated through prayer, dil i gent study of the Scrip ture and
con fir ma tion through other proph ets in the Church. But we must not close
our minds to such an in ter ac tion with the Lord sim ply be cause of a fear that
we might be led astray. 

Our safety is not found solely in the fact that we have the Bi ble with
which to ap praise our sub jec tive spir i tual ex pe ri ences. We also have the in -
dwell ing Holy Spirit who was given to lead us into all truth. Our con fi -
dence is not only in the Scrip tures but in the One who wrote them and who
now lives in our hearts.

To day, we must have re stored to the Church foun da tional men who
have anointed in sight into the per son of Christ. There are some to day who
in sist that the foun da tion of apos tles and proph ets was laid through the

7



writ ing of both the Old and New Tes ta ments. Since the Old Tes ta ment was
writ ten pri mar ily by proph ets and the New Tes ta ment by apos tles, we now
have no more need for these min is tries. Again, no tice that Paul said that
God has now re vealed the mys tery of Christ to His holy apos tles and
proph ets (Eph. 3:5). He is re fer ring to New Tes ta ment proph ets. Men like
Agabus, Ju das and Silas (Acts 15:32; 21:10) con trib uted in a foun da tional
way as they un veiled in sights into the per son of Jesus in the midst of the
congregations. 

This type of ac tiv ity must also oc cur in our day when be liev ers
gather to gether de sir ing to live in har mony with the bib li cal ac counts of
nor mal Chris tian ity.” 1

Hear ing

Part of the prob lem with the cessationist po si tion is the no tion that
hear ing rev e la tion is al ways as clear as speak ing it. The cessationist em -
pha sizes that rev e la tion is God’s in fal li ble word and must be sub mit ted to
with out ex am i na tion or ques tion. I agree. How ever, there are two sides to
rev e la tion: the One speak ing and the one(s) hear ing. While rev e la tion is in -
fal li ble as it co mes from God, our hear ing is far from per fect. The sev eral
times when hear ing was inerrant is what gave us our Bi ble. 

The mir a cle of the Bi ble’s au thor ship oc curred in the sev eral times
that God made sure the au thors He spe cif i cally chose for that honor heard
Him inerrantly. He then en sured that those times were pre served for us as
Scrip ture. How ever, it is doubt ful that when ever one of these au thors spoke 
pro phet i cally, he spoke per fectly. 

God’s call was for proph ets to be faith ful, not nec es sar ily inerrant.
The word “in er rancy” im plies hav ing ev ery sin gle “i” dot ted per fectly and
ev ery “t” crossed cor rectly with no “ums” or “ahems” etc. “Wait a min ute,
did God clear His throat when He gave that to you?” I am be ing fa ce tious to 
make a point. The cessationist’s per cep tion of how God speaks in the pro -
phetic realm is, I be lieve, lack ing due to in ex pe ri ence in that very realm. 

Doc trines And Realms

Bib li cal doc trines gen er ally open up realms of truth greater than the
ac tual words be ing taught. In fact, the Holy Spirit was sent for this very
pur pose - that He might take us into the realms about which the truth tes ti -
fies. 
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How ever, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you
into all truth.... (Jn. 16:13)

For ex am ple, the doc trine of sal va tion means less to an un be liever
than to one who has ac tu ally ex pe ri enced Christ’s cleans ing blood for him -
self. The doc trine of the body of Christ func tion ing in a lo cal church will
mean one thing to a tra di tional de nom i na tional be liever and some thing a
lit tle dif fer ent to one of char is matic per sua sion. All the ol ogy will be
greatly af fected by the ex pe ri ences of the one pre sent ing it. Any at tempt to
deny this is to not hon estly eval u ate our the ol ogy in the light of our own ex -
pe ri ences. It is doubt ful that the av er age cessationist has ever moved in a
pro phetic man ner. Or if he did, he ex plained it away based on what his the -
ol ogy al lowed him to be lieve. It can take a long time for our theology to
adjust to our experience of God. 

The Ba sis Of Hear ing

All hear ing of God is by grace. Un less He gives us an ear to hear, we
will not be able to.

Yet the Lord has not given you a heart to per ceive and eyes to see
and ears to hear, to this very day. (Deut. 29:4)

Also, per sonal sins af fect our abil ity to hear.

And they made their hearts like flint so that they could not hear the
law and the words which the Lord of hosts had sent by His Spirit
through the for mer proph ets; there fore great wrath came from the
Lord of hosts. (Zech. 7:12) NAS

The mir a cle in writ ing Scrip ture is not found in the great ness of the
call to be apos tles or proph ets. Cer tainly, those are glo ri ous call ings. Yet
ev ery one of the proph ets in Scrip ture had sin in their lives; they were er -
rant peo ple. No one, no mat ter how long they had walked with God, ever
be came holy enough or ma ture enough to hear Him inerrantly. Paul did n’t,
Da vid did n’t, Pe ter did n’t, etc. The ba sis for hear ing was not their call to a
spe cific min is try; it was only His grace - be cause of men’s unworthiness. 

The cessationist might re spond that the grace to be a prophet or an
apos tle in cluded the grace to hear inerrantly. But where ex actly does the
Bi ble say that? And since Bar na bas was an apos tle (Acts 14:14), where are
his inerrant con tri bu tions to Scrip ture? 

Also, do we not spir i tu ally grow in our abil ity to hear the Lord? Did
apos tles hear noth ing one day and then hear God inerrantly the next? Does
that not seem strange? Was Pe ter the apos tle hear ing God per fectly when
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he fell into hy poc risy due to the fear of man in his life caus ing God to send
a cor rec tive re buke through Paul (Gal. 2:11 - 14)?

Sin af fects our abil ity to hear God’s voice. Were proph ets with out
sin? Of course not; only Christ lived a sin less life.

In fact, the Bi ble no where says that all apos tles and proph ets heard
God inerrantly when ever they min is tered. They were to have the word of
the Lord in their mouths and they were to be faith ful to com mu ni cate what
God gave them. But the idea that they did so in fal li bly ev ery time they
spoke is ques tion able.

One ex am ple of pro phetic fail ure oc curred when Mo ses struck the
rock in stead of speak ing to it as God had com manded him (Num. 20:8 -
12). God had given him the pro phetic task of dem on strat ing His power to
bring wa ter from the rock. Mo ses, the prophet was cer tainly not inerrant in
his action. 

In our next sec tion we will con sider the greater re spon si bil ity that
NT be liev ers bear in eval u at ing those who claim to speak as the rep re sen ta -
tives of the Lord.

—3—
A Greater Re spon si bil ity

Thanks, But We’ll Stand At a Dis tance

Mo ses had this to say to the chil dren of Is rael in the wil der ness.

The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your 
midst, from your breth ren. Him you shall hear, ac cord ing to all you
de sired of the Lord your God in Horeb in the day of the as sem bly,
say ing, “Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, nor let
me see this great fire any more, lest I die.” And the Lord said to me:
“What they have spo ken is good. I will raise up for them a Prophet
like you from among their breth ren, and will put My words in His
mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I com mand Him. And it
shall be that who ever will not hear My words, which He speaks in
My name, I will re quire it of him. (Deut. 18:15 - 19)

Je sus is the prophet like Mo ses that God sent to Is rael (Acts 3:22 -
26). Be cause the Is ra el ites in Mo ses’ day asked to stand at a dis tance from
God for fear of dy ing, He de vised a way to mask His awe some glory while
dwell ing among them - He had them con struct the ta ber na cle (Ex. 25:8).
But this was only an im per fect pre lude to His more ex cel lent way of re veal -

10



ing Him self. His ul ti mate choice was to dwell among them in a body of
flesh. The in car na tion of Christ brought to man kind the perfect revelation
of God

Who knows what the OT ex pe ri ence of God’s peo ple might have de -
vel oped into if they had sought to ap proach the Lord like Mo ses did? But
be cause they would be stand ing at a dis tance with out the same level of dis -
cern ment as Mo ses, God put a fear ful judg ment on all proph ets in or der to
pro tect His peo ple. If a prophet mis rep re sented Him, he would die. 

But the prophet who pre sumes to speak a word in My name, which I
have not com manded him to speak...that prophet shall die. (Deut.
18:20) 

Old Tes ta ment proph ets were sent to a na tion that had ex pressed its
de sire to re main at a dis tance from the Lord. Of course, there arose over the
years many who, like Mo ses, chose to walk in in ti macy with the Lord (e.g.,
Da vid, Dan iel, etc.). Such peo ple stood out in con trast to much of the na -
tion. Yet God wanted more and He would not be put off for ever. His ul ti -
mate so lu tion for in ti macy with His peo ple was Cal vary (Heb. 10:19 - 22).
The New Tes ta ment re veals that His de sire to bring His chil dren closer to
Him self suc ceeded in a way better than any one could fore see. He has now
welcomed us into Himself!

for in Him we live and move and have our be ing.... (Acts 17:28)

He is now in ti mately ac ces si ble. No lon ger do we have to stand at a
dis tance, but we can now draw near (this speaks of an in creas ing in ti macy
of re la tion ship) with sin cere hearts in full as sur ance of faith. 

How ever, with a greater re la tion ship co mes a greater re spon si bil ity
to dis cern the ac cu racy of those who speak in God’s name. The blood of
Christ has es tab lished a new en vi ron ment where the ac count abil ity for
know ing the voice of God rests upon those who hear as well as those who
speak. All are to draw near, to hear and know His voice (Jn. 10:27). All are
re quired to eval u ate the fruit of those who claim to be proph ets (Mt. 7:15 -
20). 

Be cause of the in dwell ing and abid ing pres ence of the Holy Spirit in
all be liev ers, God re quires us to care fully dis cern when one is or is not
speak ing ac cu rately in His name. The safety of God’s chil dren in such in -
stances is not found in the death of those who proph esy falsely but in the
Holy Spirit’s min is try within us to guide us into all truth. As a re sult, the
New Tes ta ment no where in structs us that one who brings an er rant word
must die. 
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In the next chap ter we will con sider the call for all be liev ers to
proph esy and the need to judge what is proph e sied.

—4—
Seek To Proph esy

Proph ets And Proph ecy

The cessationist of ten fails to dif fer en ti ate be tween the min is try of
the prophet and the gift of proph ecy (cf. Eph. 4:11, 12 and 1Co. 12:10).
While all are not proph ets (1Co. 12:29) and all do not proph esy (im plied
from 1Co. 12:30), yet all are to pur sue proph ecy (1Co. 14:1, 5). The fact
that all do not speak in tongues, does not in fer that all should not seek to do
so. In fact, we should ear nestly de sire God’s gifts, es pe cially that we might
proph esy (1Co. 14:1). Cessationist teach ing cer tainly does not in spire be -
liev ers to pur sue proph ecy. 

Pur sue love, and de sire spir i tual gifts, but es pe cially that you may
proph esy. (1 Co. 14:1)

Why would Paul in struct or di nary be liev ers to es pe cially pur sue
proph ecy when there were all these apos tles and proph ets avail able who
sup pos edly moved con stantly in inerrant speak ing and writ ing? Ob vi ously, 
all be liev ers were not called to write Scrip ture. The rea son is given.

But he who proph e sies speaks ed i fi ca tion and ex hor ta tion and com -
fort to men. (1 Co. 14:3)

If a prophet had to be inerrant, then what about the av er age be liever? 
Did they have to speak with out im per fec tion as well? Noth ing is said in the
OT about this be cause it was usu ally only the proph ets who proph e sied
(King Saul be ing one ex cep tion). But in the NT, all of God’s peo ple are
chal lenged to func tion pro phet i cally. In fact, the pro phetic func tion ing of
be liev ers is one mark of the last days.

But this is what was spo ken by the prophet Joel: “And it shall come
to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on
all flesh; your sons and your daugh ters shall proph esy, your young
men shall see vi sions, your old men shall dream dreams. And on My
men ser vants and on My maid ser vants I will pour out My Spirit in
those days; and they shall proph esy.” (Acts 2:16 - 18)
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Why Proph esy?

The rea son for proph ecy? To ed ify, com fort and en cour age fel low
be liev ers. Also, the pro phetic Spirit op er at ing through the lo cal church tes -
ti fies to the con tin u ing pres ence of the risen Lord among them.

...the tes ti mony of Je sus is the spirit of proph ecy. (Rev. 19:10)

We can look at some one speak ing and think, “Well that’s just Joe,
not the Lord speak ing.” I think that is why Paul said,

Do not quench the Spirit. Do not de spise proph e cies. Test all
things; hold fast what is good. Ab stain from ev ery form of evil. (1
Thess. 5:19 - 22)

The cessationist says we do not have to eval u ate true proph ecy be -
cause a real word from God would be inerrant. Yet, this is not con sis tent
with the above Scrip ture. Paul said to ex am ine what is be ing said and re -
ceive what is good. The im pli ca tion is that there would be some el e ment of
im per fec tion in what was proph e sied. Not only should we not quench the
Spirit by de spis ing His gifts among us, we should ab stain from ev ery form
of evil. The im pli ca tion here is that quench ing the Spirit is but one form of
evil. 

Why is quench ing the pro phetic spirit harm ful? It is one of God’s
tools for build ing His Church.

He who speaks in a tongue ed i fies him self, but he who proph e sies
ed i fies (Grk., OIKODOMEO “to build a house”) the church. I wish
you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you proph e sied; for
he who proph e sies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, un -
less in deed he in ter prets, that the church may re ceive ed i fi ca tion.
(1 Co. 14:4 - 5)

The ques tion be fore us is this: Does the Church still need ed i fy ing? I 
think the an swer to that is ob vi ous. Also, Paul says noth ing in this pas sage
about the need to func tion inerrantly or that when be liev ers proph esy they
are lay ing the foun da tion of the Church (that is a prophet’s func tion). They
are sim ply bring ing words from the Lord’s heart to build up His house. 

Judg ing Proph ets

Not only did Paul teach the early Church to eval u ate proph ecy (i.e.,
from av er age be liev ers), but he called them to eval u ate proph ets too.
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Let two or three proph ets speak, and let the oth ers judge. But if any -
thing is re vealed to an other who sits by, let the first keep si lent. For
you can all proph esy one by one, that all may learn and all may be
en cour aged. And the spir its of the proph ets are sub ject to the proph -
ets. For God is not the au thor of con fu sion but of peace, as in all the
churches of the saints. (1 Co. 14:29 - 33)

One rel e vant ques tion is that if a prophet was func tion ing inerrantly,
speak ing ex actly what God was giv ing him at that very mo ment, then how
could the Lord also be lead ing an other to speak at the same time? The pic -
ture here is of a man proph e sy ing and com mu ni cat ing from his heart what
He is hear ing from the Lord. But in his grap pling to find the fi nite words to
com mu ni cate the spir i tual per cep tion in his spirit (by the way, this is how
proph ecy func tions), he is tak ing too much time, per haps us ing too many
words and caus ing too much at ten tion to be fo cused on him self when the
Lord wants to move through oth ers in the group. So right in the mid dle of
his speak ing, the Lord drops a rev e la tion into the heart of an other prophet.
The first speaker must stop; his spirit (where the pro phetic dy namic is oc -
cur ring within him) is to be sub ject to the proph ets around him. The point is 
that his per spec tive is fi nite and fal li ble. What God wants to say is greater
than what he alone is per ceiv ing. He is obviously not functioning in a
flawless manner. 

By the way if Paul was talk ing about false proph ets here (i.e., they
are the only ones that should be eval u ated be cause true proph ets speak
inerrantly), then why did not Paul sim ply say, “If a false prophet be gins to
speak, stop him.”? Paul was ad dress ing how proph ets (true yet fal li ble
proph ets) func tion in the lo cal church; noth ing is said here about false
proph ets.

Has the Per fect Come?

This brings us to a prom i nent text in the cessationist de bate. Was
Paul re fer ring to the Bi ble as that which is per fect in the fol low ing pas sage? 
The cessationist says that now that the canon of Scrip ture is closed, we
have no more need of proph ecy, tongues, etc.

Love never fails; but if there are gifts of proph ecy, they will be done
away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowl edge, it
will be done away. For we know in part, and we proph esy in part;
but when the per fect co mes, the par tial will be done away. When I
was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, rea son as a
child; when I be came a man, I did away with child ish things. For
now we see in a mir ror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in
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part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.
(1 Co. 13:8 - 12) NAS

The point is made that see ing face to face is not re fer ring to see ing
the Lord face to face, but to Paul’s clearly see ing his own face in the mir ror
that had at one time only given a dim re flec tion be cause the Bi ble was still
in com plete (Mir rors were quite im per fect in those days and gave a rather
crude re flec tion to the one gaz ing into it). But once the full rev e la tion of
God was given in the writ ing of Scrip ture, then a clear image could be seen.

The pri mary prob lem with this ap proach is that if Paul (and all the
other proph ets and apos tles in the early Church) was hear ing inerrantly
from God, then in what way was he ex pe ri enc ing a crude and dim re flec -
tion in his con tem pla tion of God’s truth? It would seem that his ex pe ri ence
was clearer and more pre cise than any thing re al ized to day. The cessationist 
would have us be lieve that Paul’s ex pe ri ence of the truth was both dim and
crude and yet al ways inerrant when ever God spoke to him. But you can not
have it both ways. 

The truth is that Paul did not hear inerrantly ev ery time he heard
from the Lord. It was in those spe cific times of writ ing Scrip ture that he
had the mi rac u lous ex pe ri ence of hear ing the Lord with out er ror. There -
fore, he saw dimly like the rest of us do (ex cept for those few times of ap os -
tolic writ ing of Scrip ture). When his con tri bu tions to Scrip ture were
com plete, he con tin ued to see and hear in an “in part” ca pac ity. 

On A Jour ney Into Truth

It is dif fi cult to ac cept the con cept that with the com pleted Bi ble we
now know truth fully just as we have been fully known. Apart from see ing
Je sus face to face, we will never at tain such a level of aware ness. Un til He
re turns, we must press on in the jour ney to know more truth. In fact, this ex -
cur sion into all truth is why the Holy Spirit was given to us.

How ever, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you
into all truth; for He will not speak on His own au thor ity, but what -
ever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.
(John 16:13)

Some would say that Je sus was only re fer ring to the first apos tles in
these words. The Holy Spirit was given to these men that they might pen
the Scrip tures for the rest of us. How ever, if the inerrant func tion ing of men 
in the NT was for the ex press pur pose of lay ing the foun da tion of the
Church by writ ing the Scrip tures, where are Nathaniel’s con tri bu tions? or
Philip’s? or Bartholomew’s? Also, if the foun da tion was laid in the first
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cen tury as men heard inerrantly and wrote the Scrip tures, then the in es cap -
able con clu sion is that now that the Bi ble is here, it is our foun da tion. But
the Bi ble’s own tes ti mony is that Je sus Christ Him self is the one and only
foun da tion of the Church. 

For no other foun da tion can any one lay than that which is laid,
which is Je sus Christ. (1 Co. 3:11)

The foun da tion of the Church has been and will al ways be Je sus
Christ Him self. God has sent the Holy Spirit to re veal a liv ing Per son to us. 
It is in know ing Him, not just the inerrant Scrip ture that we are es tab lished
firmly on the foun da tion. 

—5—
What Is The Per fect?

Teleios

Is Paul re fer ring to the re turn of Christ in the fol low ing verse?

...we know in part, and we proph esy in part; but when the per fect
(Grk., TELEIOS) co mes, the par tial will be done away. (1Co.13:9 -
10) NAS

If this pas sage re fers to the sec ond com ing of Christ, then why is
Paul not more plain about it? When ever he taught about Je sus’ re turn, he
did so clearly and di rectly. 

Con sider how the word TELEIOS is used in the verses be low.

How ever, we speak wis dom among those who are ma ture, yet not
the wis dom of this age, nor of the rul ers of this age, who are com ing
to noth ing. (1 Co. 2:6)

Breth ren, do not be chil dren in un der stand ing; how ever, in mal ice
be babes, but in un der stand ing be ma ture. (1 Co. 14:20)

un til we all at tain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowl edge of
the Son of God, to a ma ture man, to the mea sure of the stat ure which 
be longs to the fulness of Christ. (Eph. 4:13) NAS

And we pro claim Him, ad mon ish ing ev ery man and teach ing ev ery
man with all wis dom, that we may pres ent ev ery man com plete in
Christ. (Col. 1:28) NAS
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But solid food be longs to those who are of full age, that is, those
who by rea son of use have their senses ex er cised to dis cern both
good and evil. (Heb. 5:14)

TELEIOS re fers to some thing at tain ing its full com plete end. A
good ex am ple of this would be when a lit tle acorn grows and reaches the
to tal height of the oak tree. The con text of Paul’s state ment about the com -
ing of the per fect in 1 Co. 13 clearly ad dresses the idea of growth and
maturity.

When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I un der stood as a child, I
thought as a child; but when I be came a man, I put away child ish things.
For now we see in a mir ror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in
part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. (1 Co. 13:11 - 12)

An At tain able Hope

What is it in our spir i tual growth that will en able us to know fully
just as we have been fully known? The an swer should be ob vi ous. Our
prob lem is that we have fo cused on only the last few verses of the chap ter.
The mes sage of 1 Co. 13 is the love (Grk., AGAPE) of God. Re read the
chap ter in its en tirety. The sec tion about the com ing of that which is per fect 
is a di gres sion. Paul’s con clud ing thought takes us back again to the
AGAPE of God.

And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the great est of
these is love. (1 Co. 13:13)

God will set tle for noth ing less than the full rev e la tion of His own
na ture on the earth. Je sus re vealed the Fa ther per fectly as one man. Now
He in tends to bring forth the full rev e la tion of His love through a peo ple.
Of course, such a level of ma tu rity will never be re al ized apart from the
phys i cal re turn of Christ. A body with out a vis i ble Head will al ways re veal
an in com plete tes ti mony to God. We must set our sights on grow ing into
the full stat ure of God’s goal for us!

There fore you shall be per fect, just as your Fa ther in heaven is per -
fect. (Matt. 5:48)

The above verse is not sim ply a com mand; it is a prom ise! We will
never achieve the full in di vid ual and cor po rate ma tu rity of God’s de sign
for us through our own self ef fort. The per fect must come! What ever is
from the ef fort of man is des tined for col lapse. What ever is from heaven
will con sti tute God’s holy city. The Lord’s bride is a city com ing from
heaven. Her or i gin is not what men con trive but what God births. Her des -

17



tiny will be found in what He orig i nates, nur tures and brings to full de vel -
op ment. The com ing of the per fect has been oc cur ring for two thou sand
years. While the full ness has not yet been achieved, the power to do so has
been poured out into our hearts.

There fore, hav ing been jus ti fied by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Je sus Christ, through whom also we have ac cess
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and re joice in hope of the
glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory in trib u la tions,
know ing that trib u la tion pro duces per se ver ance; and per se ver ance, 
char ac ter; and char ac ter, hope. Now hope does not dis ap point, be -
cause the love (Grk., AGAPE) of God has been poured out in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. (Ro. 5:1 - 5)

The hope be fore us is at tain able - not be cause of our ef forts or wor -
thi ness, but be cause of the One who re sides within us.

—Con clu sion—

In con clu sion, we must rec og nize that through Cal vary, God has es -
tab lished a re la tional en vi ron ment in His Son for His peo ple to come to
know Him. There in obe di ence and in ti macy, we ex pe ri ence a grad ual
dawn ing of the com ing day of the Lord as the morn ing star arises within us. 
The king dom of God is slowly emerg ing upon the world stage into greater
clar ity be fore both the eyes of the na tions as well as the Church. It is in
know ing the King that His king dom be comes more ev i dent to us, in us and
through us. 

As awe some as is His gift of the inerrant Scrip tures to us, His even
greater gift is Him self. He now re sides and abides within us through the
Holy Spirit who was given to us. The Bi ble was writ ten that we might stay
on course on our jour ney into the knowl edge of Him and His ways. As im -
por tant as the Bi ble is, it must not take the place of its Au thor. He has more
to say than what is re vealed in the Scrip ture. Sim ply stated, He is big ger
than the book He wrote. What He speaks will not con tra dict His writ ten
word but will har mo nize with it. The Bi ble was not writ ten to limit the ac -
tiv ity of God (al though this is pre cisely the con clu sion to which the
cessationist co mes), but it was writ ten to keep us from go ing off the path.

In fact, the God of the cessationist looks quite dif fer ent from the God 
of the Bi ble. In the Scrip tures, the Lord con sis tently in ter acted with men
and women. He re vealed Him self in vi sions and dreams. On oc ca sion He
spoke au di bly. Be liev ers stood in His pres ence and came out with words
that changed the course of his tory and na tions. If we would see God’s
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world-al ter ing king dom come into greater clar ity in our gen er a tion, our
the ol ogy must re cover the God of the Bible.

The cessationist errs by not dif fer en ti at ing be tween the One speak -
ing and the one(s) hear ing when re ceiv ing rev e la tion. While truth from
God is in fal li ble, our hear ing of it is par tial and im per fect. The sev eral
times in his tory when men heard inerrantly is what gave us the Bi ble. And
what a pre cious gift it is. How fool ish if we do not read, med i tate and fer -
vently study its pages. 

It is clear that in our day, we des per ately need the min is tries of apos -
tles and proph ets for the Church to at tain cor po rate ma tu rity (Eph. 4). We
also need the gift of proph ecy to ed ify and build God’s spir i tual tem ple as
one would build a house (1Co. 14). We need per sonal proph ecy to wage
spir i tual war fare (1Tim. 1:18).

A day of greater rev e la tion has brought a greater re spon si bil ity to all
God’s chil dren. Be cause of greater light, we all must hear His voice and
eval u ate pro phetic min is tries by their fruits. 

Con cern ing the min is tries of apos tles and proph ets, as well as the
gifts of proph ecy, tongues, etc., we are not to be con ten tious. Our heart
must be to bring greater clar ity to each other in the love of Christ. If we can -
not agree on cer tain doc trinal be liefs, we can cer tainly agree to walk to -
gether in hu mil ity un til the Lord har mo nizes us through His wisdom.

The days ahead for the Church will be days of in ten si fy ing spir i tual
war fare. While God has pur posed to fill the earth with the knowl edge of
His glory, the devil has de ter mined to not yield ter ri tory quickly or eas ily.
We need all the weap onry that the Lord has given us for the war. One of
these weap ons is proph ecy. Let us not pull back from learn ing the proper
use of this pre cious gift from God. Let not the fear of mis use cause us to fall 
into the trap of dis use. Above all, let us keep fer vent in our love for our
Lord Je sus. He is our foun da tion of sta bil ity for the days ahead, our wis -
dom as we learn to gether His ways, our for tress in the times of up heaval
and our righ teous ness that we may have ac cess to the God who fills the
heav ens with His awe some pres ence. May He bless all who love and
pursue Him and His ways.

All Scrip ture quotes are from the NKJV un less oth er wise noted.
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